
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read Acts 17:22-32 

1. What is the first thing Paul mentions in his speech to the Athenians, where does he begin (v22-23)? 

 

2. Why do you think Paul starts here with them?  

 

3. From verse 27, and then verses 30-31 what does it say about the Athenians need? What would you say is the 

primary challenge for them in this passage?  

 

4. How does Paul divide his speech between preparing them to receive the gospel and telling them about the 

gospel?  

 

• What do you learn from this that could help your own conversations? 

The centre of this passage is certainly God, who he is, his character and his desire for people. God is the focus! But Paul   

in this passage also breaks down the Athenian’s worldview and shows them their longing and their great need – their 

longing for real and true spirituality - to know the living God, but also their dire need to be brought back to him and to  

turn to Him.  

Note that Paul must already have a good grasp of the Athenians culture, of their worldview and where they find meaning 

and purpose. Also note then that a lot of this passage has Paul seeking to prepare them to hear the gospel! He prepares 

them for it by starting where they are at, what they understand, and then he challenges their current understanding and 

worldview. 

-Think about one friend or neighbour you have who does not know God.  

• Do you think they may already have a deep longing for more than their current worldview offers?  

• Can you think of anything in their life that may help you understand their worldview, what they value and 

hope for and where they find their purpose? 

To know where our friends and neighbours are currently at is difficult, especially if we don’t know much about them. 

Have a look at the following passage below to identify a key to Paul’s approach in helping people to hear and know the 

gospel. 

Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

Obviously, what Paul is saying here has limits. Clearly here, he does not mean for example, ‘to the drunk I became a 

drunk, or to the thief I became a thief, or to the sex worker I became a sex worker!’ So what is he saying? 

1. What is Paul prepared to do in verse 19 in order to win people for Christ? 

 

2. What is his ultimate reason for doing this in verse 22 and verse 23? 

Paul’s desire is for all peoples to hear and respond to the gospel and be saved, and in this he is willing to forgo his own 

freedoms, rights and desires. This does not mean that he is willing to forgo essential Christian responsibilities, (see pg2)  



or obedience or morality, but he is willing to forgo any human category and his own individual rights and comforts for the 

sake of others.  

We also must note that this passage leaves no room for flexibility with the gospel message. The flexibility is with the 

messenger, and not in any way with the gospel message itself. 

 

Application – Who is it this week that you can simply begin or further develop and build your relationship and friendship 

with?  

 

Tips for building deeper relationships for neighbours, colleagues and new friends. 
 

1. Tip #1 – GO to their things, accept and give invites. When inviting, it may mean starting off small, do afternoon 

tea and coffee, kids parties etc.  

 

2. Tip #2 – SHOW you are interested by asking questions about their lives. This can be all sorts of questions. It not 

only shows you are interested in them as you ask a cat lover about their cats or how their child Jack went at 

soccer two weekends ago, but provides the starting base to go on to deeper conversations as they share their 

values, fears and struggles. 

 

3. Tip #3 – LIVE wisely. What you say is not considered as much as what you do. Does your life look different, are 

your values and behaviour attractive to others ? Sharing with someone about how God makes a difference in  

your life if it appears there is no difference, doesn’t quite make sense. But this difference may even be as simple 

as acknowledging when you do mess up and get it wrong. 

 

 Books resources  

1) Where to start – How to talk about Jesus (without being ‘that’ guy). This is a short, clear and very practical    

book written by Dr Sam Chan on how to go about living the everyday Christian life as you look to be intentional 

about sharing Jesus. It provides a good overview and examples on how we might begin to share Jesus to all the  

different types of people we meet. So good! 

  

2) Getting a clear understanding of the gospel – Know and Tell the Gospel by John Chapman. This book begins    

with helping you to have a clearer grasp of the gospel message, but more than that, of the gospel first having a 

better grasp on you! Although it is a little older, it contains the same message, has some great food for thought 

and practical ways of sharing Christ. 

 

3) Finally – Making Sense of God: An Invitation to the Sceptical by Tim Keller. This book examines how all people 

have beliefs, how people come to those beliefs, the problems with these beliefs and how people shift in their 

convictions. It also then examines the Christian faith and challenges the objectives to Christianity by looking at 

‘the faith it takes to doubt it, the problems we have without it, and the beauty we find with in it!.’ 

 


